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Nomination of William Graham Walker To Be United States
Ambassador to Argentina
May 8, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate William Graham Walker,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun-
selor, to be Ambassador to Argentina. He
would succeed Terence A. Todman.

Ambassador Walker served as the U.S.
Ambassador to El Salvador, 1988–92. Prior
to this, he served at the Department of
State as a Deputy Assistant Secretary in the
Office of Inter-American Affairs 1985–88;

Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Em-
bassy in La Paz, Bolivia, 1982–84; and as
Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 1980–82.

Ambassador Walker graduated from the
University of California at Los Angeles
(B.A., 1960). He was born June 1, 1935,
in Kearney, NJ. Ambassador Walker is mar-
ried, has four children, and resides in Rock-
ville, MD.

Radio Address to the Nation on the President’s Visit to Los Angeles,
California
May 9, 1992

Less than 24 hours ago, I returned from
Los Angeles. And today I’d like to use this
opportunity to report in on what I saw and
what I heard.

By now, each one of us has seen images
of hate and horror we won’t soon forget.
But what I saw during my time in Los An-
geles, even in the hardest hit parts of south
central L.A., should give us all cause for
hope. Everywhere, the people I talked with
told me about the acts of individual hero-
ism, about the extraordinary courage of or-
dinary people. Some braved the gangs of
looters to form bucket brigades to put out
fires when the fire trucks couldn’t get
through. Some stood against the angry
mobs, reached across the barrier of color
to save lives. Many of these aren’t the sto-
ries you’ll see on the first 2 minutes of the
nightly news, but they are the stories that
tell us the power of simple human decency.

I went to L.A. to meet with community
leaders, to get firsthand information as to
how best the Federal Government could
speed the recovery. Part of it is to provide,
as we’re doing now, Federal funds to help
shopowners get their businesses open again,
funds to help the people who lost jobs when

the places they worked were burned out.
But beyond this immediate emergency as-
sistance, I set out a broader agenda, a
means of bringing hope and opportunity to
our inner cities.

First, we’ve got to preserve order, keep
the peace, because families can’t thrive,
children can’t learn, jobs can’t flourish in
a climate of fear.

Second, we must spark an economic re-
vival in urban America. And that means es-
tablishing enterprise zones in our cities and
reform of our welfare system to help people
with individual initiative work and save.

Third, we’ve got to revolutionize Amer-
ican education. That’s why we’ve built our
America 2000 strategy around innovations
like choice, competition, and community ac-
tion. Children in our inner cities deserve
the same opportunities that kids in our sub-
urbs have.

Four, we must promote new hope
through homeownership. And that’s the aim
behind my HOPE initiative, to give the least
advantaged among us a stake in their neigh-
borhood by turning public housing tenants
into homeowners.

At every turn during my time in Los An-
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